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The Palmetto Woodturners will meet at 9:00 am on November 6 at Mann 
Tool and Supply in West Columbia.  
 

Our demonstrator for the November meeting will be Bobby Clemons.  Bobby 
has been working with wood for most of his life. He was born in Detroit, 
Michigan. At the age of six his family moved back to Tennessee. He was 
raised on a hillside farm in Jackson County, which is in northern middle 
Tennessee. 

  

Bobby’s grandfather had a woodworking shop, which always intrigued Bobby. His grandfather felt 
that the lathe was a dangerous tool so he kept it standing in the corner to keep Bobby away from it. 
The lathe was finally sold or given away. His grandfather said he got rid of it because he was tired 
of being pestered about it.   
 

Bobby continued to enjoy woodworking as he grew up. He set up his own workshop and in the 
mid- 1970s, he bought his first lathe – an AMT $39.95 deluxe model. He began to turn???? Maybe 
the term was more like “scrape”. He self-taught himself by reading books and magazine articles.  
 

He knew, in order to become a better turner, it would be necessary to get professional instruction 
in proper use of the tools. It was his good fortune to be living near the Appalachian Center for 
Crafts when it opened. He signed up for a weeklong class with Rude Osolnik and later with Palmer 
Sharpless. That did it, he was hooked. Since then he has attended many classes, seminars, and 
demonstrations. He has been exposed to some of the best turners in the world.  
 

Bobby was present at the woodturning meeting at Arrowmont in 1985 when the idea for the 
American Association of Woodturners was conceived and he immediately joined. He was elected 
to the AAW Board of Directors in 1999 and served as AAW President.  
 

He is also past president of the Tennessee Association of Woodturners, a member of the 
Brasstown Woodturners Guild in Brasstown, N. C., and was the founding President of the 
Cumberland Woodturners of Crossville, Tennessee.  
 

Bobby is a director in the Art Market, a cooperative art gallery in Knoxville, Tennessee and has his 
work in several other galleries. Bobby has taught classes at the Appalachian Craft Center, the 
John C. Campbell Folk School and the Arrowmont School of Crafts. He has presented 
demonstrations on turning techniques at clubs and regional symposia in Alabama, Florida, 
Georgia, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Tennessee.  
 

He also teaches one-on-one turning techniques in his own workshop as well as traveling to a 
client’s own workshop.  
 

Bobby will demo his one-piece ornament and a natural edge bowl with discussion about green 
wood movement. 
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Thanks very much to Frank Penta for a great demonstration of his platter turning technique.   
 

In addition to turning and texturing, Frank uses beading, 
offset turned feet, and unique finishing approaches to 
accent and highlight the natural features of his platters.   
He brought the samples shown below: 
 
 
 
 
: 
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Sam Brasher Sam Brasher Jim Brewton Pat DeCoursey & 
   Gary Dickey 
Hawaiian Koa Bradford Pear Ash USC Pecan 
Lacquer sanding sealer,  Mineral oil, MasterGel Waterlox  Polyurethane 
MasterGel, Briwax 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Jack Gould Steve Harrell Erskine Moore Sam Pate 
Tung Oil Tree Maple Burl Spalted Pecan Bocote 
Bealle System, Briwax CA, Briwax  
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John Porter John Porter John Porter John Porter 
 Magnolia/Walnut Oak Oak 
Salad Bowl Finish Salad Bowl Finish  Salad Bowl Finish 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Bill Simpson Bill Simpson Joey Vann Joey Vann 
Mimosa Black Locust Cherry Oak 
Deft Deft Tung Oil/Wax Salad Bowl Finish 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Mike Weaver Mike Weaver Mike Weaver 
Holly Globe/Various Holly Globe/Various Holly Globe/Various 
Lacquer Lacquer Lacquer 
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Several excellent pieces are missing from the October Instant Photo Gallery due to early departure of 
the artists.  Let me know if you plan to leave a meeting early so that I can photograph them before you 
leave.  We’d be interested in seeing a piece or two from every member in attendance.  Remember 
that critique is optional.   
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Congratulations to Gerald Starnes for his Blue Ribbon in the Lathe Turnings category at the South 
Carolina State Fair.  He will bring the winning entry to the November meeting. 
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The AAW Board of Directors will award a new Delta X5 full size Model 46-756 lathe valued at $2250 
to an individual who either renews his/her AAW membership or joins the AAW between September 1, 
2004 and January 15, 2005.  The winner’s chapter will win an identical lathe 
 

The winner will be selected by a random drawing from a pool of members joining or renewing during 
this period. 
 

The winners will be responsible for shipping from Orlando. 
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As you may recall, the Officers and Advisory Board decided to change our membership year to 
coincide with the AAW membership year.  It is now time to renew your membership in the Palmetto 
Woodturners.  If you haven’t yet received your membership renewal letter from Gerald Starnes, call 
or email him. 

��%�'�������
 

Welcome to our newest members: 
 
Nick and Debby Gore Matthew J. Harring 
324 Oakhurst Place PO Box 1749 
Blythewood, SC 29016 Lexington, SC 29071 
803-735-1782 Home - 803-808-1274 
somethingsouthrn@bellsouth.net  wdharring@alltel.net  
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Palmetto Woodturners will elect officers and advisory committee members for 2005 at our November 
meeting.  Nominations were opened at the October meeting and will remain open until voting begins 
at the November meeting.  Current officers and nominees are shown below: 
 

Office Incumbent Nominees 

President Ben Pendarvis Robert Lyon 

Vice President Steve Harrell Steve Harrell 

Secretary/Treasurer  Gerald Starnes Gerald Starnes 

       Newsletter Editor Steve Harrell Steve Harrell 

Librarian  

Program Chairman Ben Pendarvis  

Media Specialist:  David Pietras    

Prize Coordinator  Michael Rabkin   

Southern States Representative Gary Dickey   

Advisory Committee Members Jack Gould   Charles Watson 
 John Porter Sam Brasher 
 Tom Rhoden Joey Vann 

 

Interested members are encouraged to volunteer to serve the club and vote at Saturday’s meeting. 

 ����+��	!���&��� !�
��
 

From time to time, the Officers like to get some input from the whole membership.  A short survey 
is attached at the end of this newsletter.  Please take the time to complete the survey and bring it 
to the November meeting or mail it to Steve Harrell, 3013 Monroe Street,  Columbia, SC 29205.  

�

�
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Ben Pendarvis received the following message from the AAW: 
 

As we settle into the fall and get back into our routines, we reflect on what we did during the summer. 
In so doing, we look forward to getting back to the shop to try out some of those new ideas and 
techniques that we picked up at the Symposium or in the Journal. 
 

One of the highlights of the symposium this year was having the juried show “From Sea to Odyssey” 
at the site of the Symposium. At the site, the attending members got to see the results our members 
came up with, which were just amazing.  Thanks to the jurors Jacques Vesery and Mark Sfirri, who 
kept in mind the theme of the show, we have a colorful and unique show. The show turned out to be a 
winner for everybody involved and especially for the accepted artists.  Out of the 53 works in the 
show, 9 pieces have been sold so far. 
 

I would like to invite members and their families and friends who will be in the St. Paul MN area, to 
visit the show at the new AAW Gallery at the Landmark Center in downtown St. Paul, which is now the 
AAW’s new home office. The show is now open and will run till December 17th, 2004. A DVD of the 
works in the “From Sea to Odyssey” show will be available soon through the AAW office. 
 

I now would like to encourage you and your club members to enter next year’s 2005 juried show “re-
TURN to the Land of Oz”. Journey back to your childhood with this exhibition, where reality and 
fantasy abound in the wonderful Land of Oz. 
 

The theme of the submissions for “re-Turn to the Land of Oz” should be related to the novel by L. 
Frank Baum, the movie of l939 and the location of our 2005 Symposium.  This relationship can be by 
title of the work or by the design of the piece itself.  In the book and the film there is a tremendous 
quantity of ideas that can be applied to the turnings.  Subjects as simple as tornados, yellow bricks, 
ruby slippers, and the characters or as complex as the hundreds of other references that are rich 
grounds to spark the imagination. 
 

For this juried show, your slides or digital images on CD (new this year) will be accepted, and must be 
postmarked to the AAW office no later than March 15th, 2005. The show will open at the 19th AAW 
Symposium site in Overland Park, Kansas City, Missouri, on Thursday July 21, and run till July the 
24th.  The show will then travel to the AAW Gallery at the Landmark Center in St. Paul, MN, where it 
will be showing from August 15th till December 15th 2005.  Possible arrangements are being made for 
the show to travel. 
 

Remember, have fun with the title. 
 

Wishing all of you good, safe and creative turning. 
 

Linda Van Gehuchten – AAW Board of Directors 
Exhibitions Committee Chair 
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The AAW Board of Directors has heard the membership loud and clear that we almost never have 
young people at AAW functions and especially our symposiums.  We ask “Who will be our future 
turners and where will they come from?”  For the 2005 Symposium July 22-24 in Overland Park 
(Kansas City), any young person ages 10 through 17 years old may attend and receive full registration 
including the banquet ($245 value), free, if they are accompanied by a registered adult.  We 
recommend that regional or mini symposiums consider doing the same. 
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As a bonus incentive to help you remember to register and bring your niece, nephew, grandchild, or 
the kid down the block, there will be a drawing held where the luckiest 20 youngsters will receive 
complete turning outfits.  WMH Tool Group has generously donated 20 Jet Midi-Lathes on stands. 
Teknatool International has donated 20 Nova Precision Midi Chucks to fit the Jet lathes and Crown 
Tools has donated 20 sets of seven essential turning tools.  
 

Prior to the Saturday night drawing, all of the donated equipment will be used in a “hands on” rotation 
room where Bonnie Klein has agreed to conduct hands on workshops for the youth with any open 
slots going to the adults. We’re searching for an AAW chapter or volunteers to furnish 10 assistants to 
help Bonnie teach the workshops. During the rotations when Bonnie has other duties, the chapter will 
conduct hands on project sessions with the equipment. 
 

The winners of the equipment will be responsible for shipping the lathe home. UPS will be on site to 
help. 
 

Think of the tremendous impact on the creative young minds when they see the instant gallery, watch 
world class demonstrators, and visit the trade show. This is your opportunity to change a life and help 
create a new woodturner.  
 

John Hill- Chairman of Chapters and Membership Committee 
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By Robert F. Lyon 
 

During the spring of 2004, I spent a week at the Arrowmont School of Arts and Crafts in Gatlinburg, 
Tennessee to study the art and craft of woodturning. The course I chose to enroll in was titled, 
“Woodturning: Start to Finish” and was taught by Lyle Jamieson. The course was comprehensive, 
covering everything from bowls to hollow forms. Additionally, Lyle covered a full spectrum of 
turning techniques, grain orientation, chucking, green wood applications and of course the use of 
his boring bar and laser tool. 
 

Arrowmont is an internationally recognized visual arts center, providing year round, weekend, and 
one-and-two week workshops. Tuition for a week at Arrowmont is typically $450, and room and 
board will run approximately $450 depending on your choice of accommodations (single, double, 
or dormitory style). The school provides housing right on campus; and I found mine to be 
comfortable and convenient. 
 

The woodturning studio at Arrowmont is housed in the 9000 square foot state-of-the-art wood 
facility built in 1996. It is equipped with 14 top-of-the-line lathes for the students and an additional 
one for the instructor that was located at the front of the studio, where we would gather around for 
instruction. The lathe brands available include OneWay, Stubby, Woodfast, Powermatic and 
perhaps one or two others. If you’re thinking about buying a new lathe, it’s a great opportunity to 
“try before you buy”. In addition to the lathes, there were six grinding stations and a high-tech 
ventilation system. 
 

Since I had previously only turned on a Jet 1642, I wanted to try out something new, so I chose a 
Stubby 750. (The Stubby lathe is great, and I would recommend it to anyone who has space 
limitations in their shop.) Additionally, I had the opportunity to try a couple of the other available 
lathes. After my experience, I think if I were to buy a new lathe it would be a OneWay because of 
its overall quality, large number of available options, and their reputation for excellence. The 
woodturning instruction I received and the skills I learned exceeded my expectations, but there is 
much more to learn at Arrowmont than just what’s being taught in the course you’re taking. 
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During my stay, all of the other studios where also in full swing. There were classes in stone 
carving, wooden box making, ceramics, metalworking, and felting. We were free to visit these 
studios and experience the eagerness and enthusiasm of the others who were doing great things 
for the first time. Each evening we had a lecture in the auditorium presented by the instructors and 
resident artists. It is always inspiring to be around accomplished artists and craftsman, and I know 
that “something rubs off” on everyone who is in attendance. 
The average day begins with breakfast at 7:30 am in the community dining hall. Then to the studio. 
Instruction was scheduled to begin at 9:00 am, but we were often all gathered by 8:45 am so we 
frequently began early. We broke for lunch, then back to work for the rest of the afternoon. After 
dinner most of us returned to the studio for a few hours of work before adjourning to a local 
watering hole for some refreshments and lively discussion. Often, we would stop by some of the 
local galleries to look at and critique the woodturning they were offering for sale. 
 

I think all of us would agree that we find our monthly Palmetto Woodturners meetings educational 
and inspiring. However, if you really want to make a “quantum” leap in your turning ability, I highly 
recommend spending a week at Arrowmont. You wouldn’t regret it. 
 

 For further information on the woodturning classes at Arrowmont, visit their website: 
www.arrowmont.org 
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Arrowmont strives to make its classes available to everyone regardless of financial status or skill level 
as an artist. We offer several programs for students to offset the cost of attending a class. Listed 
below are opportunities that may have interest to your members or others you might know. 
 

Scholarships 
 

Scholarships are awarded based on financial need and letters of recommendation.  
 

Friends of Arrowmont provide several $200-$400 scholarships. 
 

The Steven E. & Carolyn J. Gottlieb Woodcraft Scholarship provides a financially deserving student 
pursuing woodturning an all-expense paid opportunity to attend Arrowmont. Preference will be given 
to students 18-23 years of age, but all are encouraged to apply. 
 

Applications available at http://www.arrowmont.org/scholarships.html 
 

Application Deadline for Spring is: January 15, 2005 
 

Studio Assistantships & Work-Study 
 

These programs are a work exchange—one week of class for one week of work assisting faculty or 
working in the kitchen, maintenance, housekeeping and & supply store. Students may commit for the 
entire season (spring, summer or fall) or for lesser time increments. Forms and more information are 
available at http://www.arrowmont.org/studio-asst.html or http://www.arrowmont.org/work-study.html  
 

Application Deadline for Spring is: January 15, 2005 
 

Artists-in-Residence Program 
 

Five pre-professional artists are selected annually for the 11-month program that begins in June each 
year. One position is designated for a woodturner through the Robyn and John Horn Resident Artist 
Woodturning Endowment. Applications are accepted yearly. Visit 
http://www.arrowmont.org/residency.html  
 

Application Deadline is February 15, 2005 for residency that begins June 2005.  
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For more information on any of our programs, visit http://www.arrowmont.org, call 865.436.5860; or e-
mail: info@arrowmont.org.  
 

Sincerely, 
 

David Willard, Director 
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Members are encouraged to donate surplus tools and turning wood for the monthly door prize 
drawing.   

����
�����������
� �

We are looking forward to some excellent demonstrators in the coming months.  Lane Phillips will 
demonstrate at the December meeting. Watch this space for demonstrators at future meetings. 
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Palmetto Woodturners member, Robert F. Lyon  was selected from 242 applicants as one of 29 
artists to participate in TRIENNIAL 2004. TRIENNIAL 2004 is an exhibition sponsored by the 
South Carolina State Museum and the South Carolina Arts Commission, which is designed to 
survey work by contemporary South Carolina artists in order to reflect the stylistic diversity of art 
produced in the state. TRIENNIAL 2004 will be held at the South Carolina State Museum 
November 19, 2004 through February 8, 2005. Everyone is invited to the opening reception, which 
will be held on November 18, 2004. 

The 2004 Virginia Woodturning Symposium  will be held On November 6 and 7 at the Virginia 
Artisans Center in Waynesboro.  For more information, visit www.virginiawoodturners.org or email 
registrar@virginiawoodturners.org. 

The 4th annual Florida Woodturning Symposium  will be held from Friday, January 14th through 
Sunday, January 16th, 2005 at Lake Yale Baptist Conference Center just north of Eustis in central 
Florida.  For more information, visit the web site at www.floridawoodturningsymposium.com. 
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From Christian Burchard: 
 

I am now offering 3 day weekend turning workshops here in Ashland, Oregon.  Beginning to 
advanced classes are available, depending on the need of the students.  I will be teaching these 
classes at the local High School, where we have 3 Stubbies and one Oneway available to work on. 
I will be covering the same material that I cover at demo's and weeklong workshops, but with a 
limit of 4 students. 
 

The charge for a 3-day workshop is $500 per person, included are materials, equipment and tools. 
The town of Ashland is a destination town in Southern Oregon. It is known for its beautiful scenery 
and Shakespeare festival. There are many restaurants and accommodations to choose from. Two 
national parks are just a few hours away, as is the Pacific Ocean. The closest airport is in Medford, 
just 15 minutes away. 
 

Please contact me at burchard@direcway.com or call me at 541 482 1916 if you are interested.  
The next dates are: 
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November 12/13/14 (one opening left) '04, January 15/16/17 ( 3 openings left) '05, May 28/29/30 '05 
 

Christian Burchard 
777 Pompadour Drive 
Ashland OR 97520 
tel. +fax 541 482 1916 
burchardstudio.com 
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Vic Wood designed Woodfast vacuum chuck. 11" alum. plate with foam face for reverse turning of bowls and platters. 
Owners manual. Powered by shop vac. All connections are on spindle side of headstock, so a hollow spindle is not 
necessary. 1 1/4X8 spindle size. $75 Similar item can be seen in Craft Supplies catalog, page 42 of the 2004/2005 Fall 
Issue. Richard Preston, Aiken, 803-643-0012 
 

Heavy Duty Air Cleaner with extra filter. High Volume dust remover will clean a room fast. Designed to hang from the 
ceiling. 24X24X12. Low usage, quiet. $125. Richard Preston, Aiken, 803-643-0012 
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President Ben Pendarvis 803-534-3243 benpen465@aol.com   

Vice President,  
       Newsletter Editor Steve Harrell 803-771-4089 SGHarrell@aol.com   

Secretary/Treasurer   Gerald Starnes 803 794-0119 joenat56@aol.com 

Librarian Vacant 

Program Chairman :(Acting) Ben Pendarvis 803-534-3243 benpen465@aol.com   

Media Specialist :  David Pietras 803 699-7348 tpietras@sc.rr.com    

Prize Coordinator   Michael Rabkin 803 779-4900 mfr26@dprs.dmh.state.sc.us 

Southern States  
Representative Gary Dickey 803 755-9074 gdickey@sc.rr.com 

Advisory Committee Members   

  Jack Gould  803 359-3438 rgould@sc.rr.com 
 John Porter 803 345-1283 tomtom4152@aol.com 
 Tom Rhoden 864-333-5422 trhoden@wctel.net  
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The Palmetto Woodturners meet on the first Saturday of each month at Mann Tool & Supply, 802 
Chris Drive, West Columbia, SC.  Chris Drive is the frontage road on the east side of I-26 between 
Highway 378 and Highway 1.  
 

From I-26 westbound  - Take exit 111B (US Route 1).  Follow US 1 to the third light.  Turn Left onto 
Leapheart Road.  Turn Right at first light onto Chris Drive. Mann Tool is approximately 1/4 mile on the 
right.  
 

From I-26 eastbound  - Take exit 110 (Highway 378). Turn Left onto Route 378.  Turn right at first 
traffic light onto Chris Drive, approximately 3/4 mile on left. 
 

We host an instructional woodturning demonstration at each meeting and club members bring 
samples of their work for the monthly Instant Gallery exhibit.  Prospective members and guests are 
always welcome.   
Members and guests are requested to park in the lot  behind Mann’s away from the loading 
dock.  
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    Instant Gallery   Instant Gallery 

 

Type of Piece    Type of Piece   
(Bowl, Stopper, etc.)   (Bowl, Stopper, etc.)  

 

Wood(s)  Wood(s)   
 

Finish  Finish   
 

Other Info  Other Info   
(Inlay, Technique, etc.)   (Inlay, Technique, etc.)  

 

Artist  Artist  
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    Instant Gallery   Instant Gallery 

 

Type of Piece    Type of Piece   
(Bowl, Stopper, etc.)   (Bowl, Stopper, etc.)  

 

Wood(s)  Wood(s)   
 

Finish  Finish   
 

Other Info  Other Info   
(Inlay, Technique, etc.)   (Inlay, Technique, etc.)  

 

Artist  Artist  
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Palmetto Woodturners Member Survey 2004  
 
The Officers and Advisory Board wish to learn more about our chapter members and request that you answ er 
the following questions to help in tailoring club m eetings and other events. 
 

1. How long have you been turning? ________ Years. 
 

2. What lathe(s) do you currently use?   
 

3. Are you considering an upgrade in the lathe you are using?  
 

a. If “yes” when do you plan to upgrade?  
 

4. What types training have you received? (Self-taught, Arrowmont, full time turners, etc.  List 
all training.) 

   

   
 

5. What demonstration topics would be most interesting to you (e.g. pen turning, deep 
hollowing, sharpening, wood preparation, carving, finishing, etc.)  List as many as you like 
and tell us what you’d like to see. 

   

   

   

   
 

6. What would you suggest to improve our meetings? 

   

   
 

7. Some widely recognized demonstrators charge higher fees than our club typically pays and 
would require the club to pay travel expenses.  If we could schedule a “big name” 
demonstrator, how much would you be willing to pay for that month’s demonstration fee? 

$15  ____ $20 ____ $25 ____ Other (please specify) _____ 
 

8. Some of our normal meeting dates fall on holiday weekends (New Years, July 4, Labor 
Day).  Would you prefer to meet on the second Saturday in these months or cancel 
meetings for these months? 
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9. The club is occasionally contacted by a well-qualified demonstrator who plans to be in our 
area sometime other than the first Saturday.  How interested would you be in attending a 
special demonstration meeting? 

 
a. On a week night Very Interested __   

 Somewhat Interested __   
 Not Very Interested __ 
 Not At All Interested __ 
 Would Depend on the Specific Date __ 

 
b. On a Saturday Very Interested __   

 Somewhat Interested __   
 Not Very Interested __ 
 Not At All Interested __ 
 Would Depend on the Specific Date __ 

 
10. The Club has traditionally allowed visitors and guests to attend demonstrations at no cost.  

Would you favor continuation of this practice or establishment of a limit on the number of 
free visits? 

 
Continue our traditional practice __   
Limit visitors to ___ Free Visits    __ 
Officers should deal with the issue on an exception basis __ 

 
11. What types of door prizes are most attractive to you? (List all that apply) 

   

   

   

   
 

12. What other comments, thoughts do you have about the Club? 

   

   

   

   
 
 
Name _____________________________ 
(Optional) 
 


