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TThhee  NNeewwsslleetttteerr  ooff  tthhee  PPaallmmeettttoo  WWooooddttuurrnneerrss,,  aa  CChhaapptteerr  ooff  tthhee  AAmmeerriiccaann  AAssssoocciiaattiioonn  
ooff  WWooooddttuurrnneerrss..    PPuubblliisshheedd  ffoorr  tthhee  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  mmeemmbbeerrsshhiipp  aanndd  ootthheerrss    
iinntteerreesstteedd  iinn  tthhee  aarrtt  ooff  wwooooddttuurrnniinngg  
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I hope that everyone enjoyed March’s demonstration by Clive Brooks. It was interesting to watch him demonstrate his 
expertise in the use of various Robert Sorby tools. As evidenced by the empty tool racks, I’m sure everyone also 
appreciated the discount that Ronny Mann provided on his inventory of Sorby tools. A very special thank you to Mr Mann 
for his ongoing support in our quest to become quality woodturners. 
 

I want to take this opportunity to thank Jack Gould for all of his work in obtaining the drum of Anchorseal. While arranging 
for the drum may seem to be a simple matter, I know the hassle Jack had in acquiring a quality pump, and of course it was 
he who came back to clean up our mess. Thank you Jack for a job well done. 
  

Please allow me to remind you that our club Librarian, Nick Gore, is taking suggestions for acquisitions to our library. Feel 
free to see Nick at our next meeting or e-mail him at somethingsouthrn@bellsouth.net. with your ideas 
  

This month I would like to tell to about you one of my favorite hollowing tools, the Woodcut Proforme tool. This tool is 
available with a straight shaft, a canted slightly bent shaft, or a heavily bent shaft that somewhat resembles a swan’s neck. 
I own the slightly bent shaft, and find it very versatile for many types of cuts. Cutting is the key word here, unlike the 
Bosch, Kelton, Jamieson or Steward hollowing systems and others which are basically scrapers, the Woodcut tool has a 
true cutting head. The cutter is a J shaped blade held in place next to a guard that cleverly allows for the outlet of 
shavings. To me, it provides one of the best cuts, especially on end grain, and is easy to use. 
  

The cutter is milled from M2 steel and is easily sharpened with a diamond card sharpener. The shafts are 5/8 inch in 
diameter, and work well in the Steward or Scorpion Armbraces with a 3/4 inch adapter. Woodcut also manufactures a 20 
inch double ended handle for use with the Proforme tools. While I don’t own one of the handles, I have read some very 
positive reviews of them. I find that the Proforme tool excels when used with a restrained hollowing gate such as the 
Kelton I described in the February newsletter. The fact that the cutting edge is guarded, makes it safe to experiment with 
all sorts of cutting angles without any major catching problems. 
  

When using this tool I suggest that you limit your lathe speed to somewhere between 200 and 500 rpm depending on what 
you’re working on. Since the cutter is shaped like a J, it allows you to make forward “plunge” cuts along with delicate side 
cuts. When used with a hollowing gate and armbrace, it leaves a high quality surface that will not require sheer scraping to 
level or smooth the interior wall. 
  

The Woodcut Proforme tools are available through Craft Supplies or directly from the Woodcut website. 
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The Palmetto Woodturners will meet at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, April 2 at Mann Tool and Supply.  Our demonstrator for 
March will be Phil Colson, of Highland Hardware.  Phil has a B.S. in Radio, TV and Film. He joined Highland in 1985 as 
garden shop manager after developing the Fernbank Forest in Atlanta. He worked in his father's woodworking shop as a 
child, and continues to work wood as a hobby today. Along with Zach Etheridge, Roger Foster and Mike Couch, he helped 
found the Woodworker's Guild of Georgia in 1980 
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Clive Brooks delivered a mini-course in the applications and use of some of Robert Sorby’s 
more specialized and proprietary turning tools, including the Spindlemaster, texturing and 
spiraling tools, threading tools, and self powered sander.  He made the tools look easy to 
use and provided advice on their use. 
 

Clive also provided some great insights into the care and sharpening of tools.  For example, 
he advises against raising a burr on scrapers because the high speed steel is brittle so the 

burr will break off easily.  Also, heating the steel until it turns blue is not a problem.  If it turns red, that’s a problem. 
 

As a finale, Clive took us through the first steps of turning a three-sided bowl, using three eccentric centers in addition to 
the true center.  Being out of balance and cutting through only 1/3 of the block at any given time may provide more 
excitement than some turners want. 
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Turnings included in the Lexington County Library exhibit are highlighted. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

John Barnes John Barnes Sam Brasher Sam Brasher 
Black Locust Black Locust Pecan Pecan 
Tung Oil Tung Oil  Lacquer, Krylon 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Jim Brewton Jim Brewton Jerry Daniels Jack Gould 
Maple Cherry Padauk Tung Oil Tree 
 Waterlox   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Jack Gould Steve Harrell Tom Harvard Tom Harvard 
Wormy Bradford Pear Bubinga, African Blackwood 
 Behlens, Briwax 
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Tom Harvard Tom Harvard  Tom Harvard Tom Harvard 
   Slippery Elm 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Chuck Klemme Erskine Moore Ben Pendarvis Ben Pendarvis 
Walnut, Hickory, Ash Pecan Cherry Burl Live Oak 
  Antique Oil Antique Oil 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Ben Pendarvis Richard Preston Richard Preston Richard Preston 
Walnut Hickory Oak Hickory 
Antique Oil Lacquer Acrylic Paint Lithographers Ink, Acrylic 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Michael Rabkin Michael Rabkin Tom Rhoden Tom Rhoden 
  Sweet Gum Sweet Gum 
  Oil Oil 

 

 
 
 
 
 

  
Marcia Roof Jim Rozelle Bill Simpson Bill Simpson 
Zebra Wood/Wenge Dogwood Ambrosia Maple Ambrosia Maple 
Danish Oil/ Poly mix, wax  Deft Deft 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Bill Simpson Gerald Starnes Gerald Starnes Gerald Starnes 
Catawba Red Gum Maple/Rosewood Maple 
Deft Deft Deft Deft 
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Gerald Starnes Tim Taylor Joey Vann Joey Vann 
Padauk Spalted Oak Bradford Pear Maple, Indigo 
Deft  Lacquer Oil, wax 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Doug Warren Doug Warren Doug Warren Charles Watson 
River Birch Maple Maple Sassafras 
Tung Oil, Deft Tung Oil Tung Oil, Deft Watco, Urethane Oil 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Charles Watson James Whaley Robert Whaley 
Boxelder Hackberry Ambrosia Maple 
Watco, Urethane Oil Walnut Oil Deft 
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Welcome to our newest members: 
 

Arnold Gause Nelson Ray 
455 Pittsdowne Road 106 Gulkana Court 
Columbia, SC 29210 Grovetown, Ga. 30813 
H - 803-772-8458 H - 706-231-3895 
agause1@sc.rr.com 
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Jack Gould reports that there are a few gallons of Green Wood Sealer (Anchorseal) remaining.  We will try to give those that were not 
available at the March meeting a chance to pick up a gallon. Anything remaining will be made available to anyone that wants it.   

Jack emailed instructions to everyone who signed up for the sealer.  If you need a copy, call or email Jack. 
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If you’re trying to find an exotic blank for a special piece, Blankity-Blanks of Austin, Texas may be worth a look.  They offer a 
wide selection of exotics and burls and are a source of silver tipped badger hair shaving brush inserts.  Their web site is 
http://www.blankity-blanks.com or you can call them toll free at 1-866-744-WOOD. 
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Joey Vann reports that the Nick Watson saw mill has a large amount of pecan wood. Phone # 803-685-6225. He is 
located at Exit 33 off of I-20 going back to Ridge springs. 

�
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Jack Gould received the following email.   

Indigenous to the mountains of Northern California. This rare, highly figured burl wood displays a brilliant 
spectrum of crimson red, to golden brown, producing heirloom quality turnings sure to enhance any decor. 

We harvest full, turning quality Manzanita Burl and offer them exclusively to members of Woodturning Clubs 
since 1989. We assure satisfaction.  This elegant hardwood will inspire even the most experienced 
woodturner. 

Members of a Woodturning Club or Association receive 20% off. 

For more information, contact Jack at jackburl96001@yahoo.com or call 530-275-5681 
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If you didn’t get your Palmetto Woodturners shirts at the March meeting, please bring a check payable to the club for your 
purchase.  Thanks to Enoch Harding for getting them made so quickly. 
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Based on comments from the Library Exhibition jury, we could have proudly included any piece on the March Instant Gallery 
table in the displays.  Thanks to the membership for a great sampling of your work.  But that was last month and the phrase of 
the day is “what have you done for us lately?”  Bring something good for the April table. 
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We are looking forward to some excellent demonstrators in the coming months.   
 

May 7th - Nick Cook 
June 4   -  TBD 
July 9  -  Alan Leland 
August 13 – Dave Hout 

 

Mark your calendar now! 
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Hearne Hardwoods (Oxford, PA) recently completed a two-year 
rebuild of a 67” vertical band saw.  The saw carries a 1904 patent date 
and was obtained from the Philadelphia Navy Yard where it was 
delivered in 1934.  It was used in the Navy Yard primarily to build 
decks for aircraft carriers. 
 

 
The giant band saw has 
several motors including 
a 150 hp unit to run the 
saw and a 70 hp unit to 
power the carriage. It was recently used to saw a 10,000 pound burl from a 
600 year old English brown oak.  The big burl was sawn into slabs for Mira 
Nakashima and Ru Amagasu (daughter and grandson of George 
Nakashima).  They will use 10 or more slabs for natural edge tables. 
 
For more pictures, visit www.hearnehardwoods.com  
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Thanks to John Barnes for this spy photo of Gary’s unfortunate wood gathering 
adventure.  Even with the big Dodge and the Hemi engine, next time it would be a good 
idea to let the tree fall before driving in to load the bowl blanks 
 

All kidding aside, this is a pretty good reminder that a lot of us are more talented with the 
bowl gouge than the chain saw. 
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·   The Lexington County Public Library will host an exhibition of turnings by members of The Palmetto Woodturners at the 
main  Library, 5440 Augusta Highway (US 1) in Lexington.  The display will be set up on the afternoon of April 1 and the 
exhibition will run throughout the month of April. 

 

·  The Southern States Woodturning Symposium is scheduled for April 29 through May 1, 2005 at the Georgia Mountains 
Conference Center in Gainesville, Georgia.  Featured demonstrators will include: Stuart Batty, from Great Britain, Todd 
Hoyer, and Hayley Smith of Bisbee Arizona and Lee Carter of Fort Collins, Colorado. 

 

The symposium will feature five simultaneous rotations--a total of 40 demonstrations-- along with an instant gallery, 
Saturday evening dinner and auction, and a trade show and sale. 

 

For the second year in a row, the Southern States Board has agreed to award 10 full woodturning scholarships to the 
John C. Campbell Folk School at Brasstown, NC. For more info: See the website at www.southernstates.org. 
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Chuck Klemme ran across another comparison of the CAMI and FEPA grading systems for abrasives with more entries in 
a book he checked out of the library and made an Excel spreadsheet of the data for his reference. 
 

A copy of Chuck’s spreadsheet is attached at the end of the newsletter 
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Delta Contractor's Saw, 30" Unifence, mobile base, dado blades and insert, Delta sliding table (for cutting panels) and 
accessories. Excellent condition. Used very little. $475 or best offer. John Wates (803) 469-0509. 
 

John Wates also wanted to thank the members who took some of his green hickory. 
 

John Barnes has a Reliant 1 hp dust collector for sale for $90. It is the same as the basic Jet unit.  Call (227-7356) or email 
(jbarnes@wesleycommons.org).  
 

John is also still looking for some cherry logs suitable for natural edge bowl blanks.  Anyone know where I can get some green 
cherry?  I will pay a reasonable price for good stuff. John Barnes. (227-7356) (jbarnes@wesleycommons.org) 
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Our club is fortunate to have experienced turners who are willing to share their skills through mentoring or private/group 
instruction.  Beginning with the May newsletter, this spot will provide a space for prospective mentors and paid instructors 
to offer their support to our membership.  
 

If you want to teach fellow club members, prepare a brief summary of the types of instruction you can offer and send it to 
the Newsletter Editor. 
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Members are encouraged to rate each demonstrator and his/her demonstration using the form attached at the end of this 
newsletter.  Simply complete the form and send it to Ben Pendarvis or bring it to the next meeting.  Ben and future Program 
Chairmen can use our feedback as input to future program/demonstrator selections. Several demonstrators have asked for 
our reactions to their programs and each will receive a summary of our comments from Ben. 
 

You may also complete the form for other recent demonstrations.  
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President Robert Lyon 803-695-3656 lyonR@gwm.sc.edu    

Vice President,  
       Newsletter Editor Steve Harrell 803-771-4089 SGHarrell@aol.com   

Secretary/Treasurer  Gerald Starnes 803 794-0119 joenat56@aol.com 

Librarian Nick Gore 803-735-1782 somethingsouthrn@bellsouth.net  

Program Chairman: Ben Pendarvis 803-534-3243 benpen465@aol.com   

Media Specialist:  David Pietras 803 699-7348 tpietras@sc.rr.com    

Prize Coordinator  Jerry Daniels 803-731-1258 jdaniels195@mybluelight.com  

Webmaster Tim Taylor 803-808-0340 tpje6912@yahoo.com  

Southern States  
Representative Gary Dickey 803 755-9074 gdickey@sc.rr.com 

Advisory Committee Members   

  Jack Gould  803 359-3438 rgould@sc.rr.com 
 Charles Watson 803-939-0765 watsoncb@dhec.sc.gov  
 Joey Vann 803-407-8002 luther_vann@bose.com   
 Sam Brasher 803-897-3075 sampatb@isp.com  
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The Palmetto Woodturners meet on the first Saturday of each month at Mann Tool & Supply, 802 Chris Drive, West Columbia, 
SC.  Chris Drive is the frontage road on the east side of I-26 between Highway 378 and Highway 1.  
 

From I-26 westbound - Take exit 111B (US Route 1).  Follow US 1 to the third light.  Turn Left onto Leapheart Road.  Turn 
Right at first light onto Chris Drive. Mann Tool is approximately 1/4 mile on the right.  
 

From I-26 eastbound - Take exit 110 (Highway 378). Turn Left onto Route 378.  Turn right at first traffic light (at the 
McDonalds) onto Chris Drive, approximately 3/4 mile on left. 
 

We host an instructional woodturning demonstration at each meeting and club members bring samples of their work for the 
monthly Instant Gallery exhibit.  Prospective members and guests are always welcome.   
Members and guests are requested to park in the lot behind Mann’s away from the loading dock. 
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    Instant Gallery   Instant Gallery 

 

Type of Piece    Type of Piece   
(Bowl, Stopper, etc.)   (Bowl, Stopper, etc.)  

 

Wood(s)  Wood(s)   
 

Finish  Finish   
 

Other Info  Other Info   
(Inlay, Technique, etc.)   (Inlay, Technique, etc.)  

 

Artist  Artist  
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Palmetto Woodturners  
 

Program Critique  
 
 

Demonstrator:________________                                                                           Date: _______________  
 
 

Please Rate the Following:   5 = Strongly Agree - Strongly Disagree = 1   
 

1. Program content is relevant to my expectations  5  4  3  2  1 
 
2. Demonstrator demonstrated thorough knowledge of subject  5  4  3  2  1 
 
3. Program was balanced with demonstration & discussion  5  4  3  2  1 
 

 5 = excellent 4 = good 3 = average 2 = fair 1 = 
poor  
 

4. Presentation  5  4  3  2  1 
 

5. Effectiveness of learning aids (AV materials, handouts, etc.)  5  4  3  2  1 
 

6. Facility  5  4  3  2  1 
 

7. Is program time convenient?  YES  NO           (If no, please comment in the space below)  
 
8. Is program length sufficient  YES  NO           (If no, please comment in the space below)  

 
 5 = Very Satisfied - Not Satisfied  =1  
 

9. Please rate the overall value to you  5  4  3  2  1 
 

10. Were the objectives met?  

a) Material selection & mounting  YES  NO 

b) Technique demonstration clear & adequate  YES  NO 

c) Tool selection discussed  YES  NO 

d) Finish technique discussed (if not demonstrated)  YES  NO 
 
Please use the space below to make comments about the program or suggestions for future programs.  
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
Name _______________________________ E-mail _______________________________________  
 
Address _____________________________ City/State/Zip Code ____________________________  
 

PLEASE PRINT LEGIBLY 
�
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ABRASIVE GRADING SYSTEMS
CAMI FEPA MICRON GENERIC
1500 3

5
6

1200
9

1000 ultra fine
12

800
15

600 P1200
500 P1000

20
400 P800 super fine

25
360 P600

30
P500

320 P400 35 extra fine
40

P360
280 45

P320
50

240 P280 very fine
55
60

220 P220 65
180 P180
150 P150
120 P120 fine
100 P100
80 P80 medium
60 P60
50 P50 coarse
40 P40
36 P36 extra coarse

 


