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TThhee  NNeewwsslleetttteerr  ooff  tthhee  PPaallmmeettttoo  WWooooddttuurrnneerrss,,  aa  CChhaapptteerr  ooff  tthhee  AAmmeerriiccaann  AAssssoocciiaattiioonn  
ooff  WWooooddttuurrnneerrss..    PPuubblliisshheedd  ffoorr  tthhee  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  mmeemmbbeerrsshhiipp  aanndd  ootthheerrss    
iinntteerreesstteedd  iinn  tthhee  aarrtt  ooff  wwooooddttuurrnniinngg..    
www.PalmettoWoodturners.org  
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Wow! Nick Cook did it again. I’m sure everyone in attendance enjoyed and learned from Nick’s demonstration. He went over the fine 
points of platter and peppermill turning, and gave the group thoughtful comments about our May Instant Gallery. Many thanks to Nick 
Cook for an inspirational and enjoyable presentation. Remember, Nick sells turning supplies from his website 
www.nickcookwoodturner.com . 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Now that our May meeting has come and gone we turn our attention to the June 4th demonstrator, Tom Crabb from West Virginia. 
Tom will be turning two shapes, a cube on the bias with a foot.  This starts with a cube of wood and chucking it on diagonal corners 
between centers.  The finished shape will have three corners at the top of the bowl and a three cornered foot. He will also turn a 
multi-axis hollow form.  This will be hollowed from the bottom and plugged with the same piece of wood and figured aligned.  A 
second axis will be established to turn the opening to the form. You can read an article by Tom in the Spring 2004 issue of 
Woodturning Design magazine. 
 

For those of you who were unable to attend, I want to give you a brief report on the Fifth Southern States Woodturning Symposium 
that was held from April 29th through May 1st at the Georgia Mountains Conference Center in Gainesville, Georgia. This year’s 
conference had a record attendance with 376 attendees and 40 demonstrations. The symposium’s featured turners were Todd 
Hoyer, Hayley Smith, Stuart Batty and Lee Carter. Other demonstrators included several well know faces such as Nick Cook, Dave 
Barriger, Bobby Clemons, John Jordan and Doug Barnes among others. Additionally, there was a fine Instant Gallery, and delicious 
Saturday night banquet and lively auction. The presentation of ten full scholarships to the John C. Campbell Folk School highlighted 
the banquet and auction with two Palmetto Woodturners taking home awards, Skip Dickens and myself. 
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The Instant Gallery was very impressive this year. As you can see below, many woodturners participated, showing off their skill and 
expertise. 
 

 
 

One piece that I was rather fond of was a set of three candlesticks made by John Hill, the former President of the Carolina Mountain 
Woodturners up in Asheville, NC. John is also a member of the Board of Directors of the American Association of Woodturners. 
 

 
 

The pieces are made of walnut and are turned off center making an interesting and pleasing centerpiece for a dining room table. 
 

Stuart Batty, a third generation woodturner was one of the featured turners. As you may already know, Stuart is an internationally 
recognized turner who has demonstrated at more than 55 international woodturning symposiums in 12 different countries. He 
specializes in square bowls, deep thin vessels and very thin and tall goblets. Below, he explains how he is going to turn a tall goblet. 
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While I enjoyed listening to and watching many of demonstrators, perhaps one of the most lively and opinioned was the turner from 
Tennessee, John Jordan. John gave a very interesting presentation on the aesthetics and properties of wood along with the basics of 
hollowing turning. 
 

 
 

All in all, the symposium was a great experience, and I urge all Palmetto Woodturners to attend next year’s, which will be held on 
April 28, 29, and 30. The featured demonstrators include Keith Gotschall from Colorado, Larry Hasiak from Florida, Dave Hout from 
Ohio and Ernie Newman from Australia. 
 

Additionally, I urge everyone to become a member of the American Association of Woodturners (AAW). The AAW is the largest 
international, non-profit organization in the world dedicated to the advancement of woodturning.  Members include beginners through 
the professional ranks, and everyone benefits from the quarterly journal, resource directory and many other benefits. You will find 
membership flyers in the club library cabinet please help yourself. 
 

��
��������������������  �
 

The Palmetto Woodturners will meet at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, June 4 at Mann Tool and Supply.  Our demonstrator 
will be Tom Crabb.  Tom has had a varied career in the visual arts and crafts.  He was born in 1941 and raised in 
Springfield, Missouri where he worked with wood and other crafts since he was a child. 
 

After graduating from Southwest Missouri University in 1970 with a BA in English and minor in sculpture he 
worked as a photojournalist for the Corpus Christi Caller-Times until 1976. 
 

While in Corpus Christi, Tom became interested in boatbuilding.  He and his wife, Angela, moved to Mathews, 
Virginia where Tom attended the Chesapeake Academy of Boatbuilding and Design.  To smooth out the ups and downs of the boat 
building business Tom begin writing how-to articles for publications as diverse as "Creative Crafts" and "Popular Mechanics''  Tom 
has since published two books and over 50 articles on woodworking, woodturning and design.  He has published two articles in the 
American Woodturner. 
 

Mixed with the writing, Tom spend one summer as resident craftsman at Bush  Gardens, Williamsburg, Virginia.  He also teaches 
woodworking classes for handicapped adults, when requested by the Richmond City department of Recreation and Parks .  Tom 
recently retired as a project engineer, designing and engineering furniture and fixtures in Richmond, VA. 
 

In 1994 Tom won third in the "Of Thee I Sing" competition at the Wharton Esherick Museum in Philadelphia and was featured in 
"Woodturning Magazine's" Focus on Hidden Talent November issue.  In 1995 Tom won second in the "Soup to Nuts" competition 
held by the Wharton Esherick Museum, third in the “Treasured Troves” exhibition, 1996, and Best in Show in the 1999 exhibition of 
wood utensils.   
 

Tom as also been juried into the Three Rivers Arts Festival, the Good Wood Exhibition, Arrowmont Spotlight 98 Exhibition and the 
Works in Wood Exhibition and Put A Lid On It.  Tom has demonstrated at two AAW symposiums and many turning clubs throughout 
the US.  Tom has work on display at Virginia Artisans Center, Waynesboro, VA, Twigs and Leaves Gallery, Waynesville, NC and 
Noon Whistle Gallery, Stanardsville, VA.  
 

Tom's woodturning specialties are Turning on the Bias and Multi-Axis Hollow Forms.   He will also be demonstrating at the 2005 AAW 
Symposium in Overland Park, KS. 
 
 



  4 

��!��
���
��"�����!�
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Leslie Bradshaw Leslie Bradshaw Sam Brasher Sam Brasher 
Maple Maple Chinaberry Black Tupelo 
Tru Oil Tru Oil Mineral Oil Deft, Sanding Sealer 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Sam Brasher Jim Brewton Jim Brewton Ken Gates 
Chinaberry Pear Magnolia Mahogany, Yellow Pine  
Mineral Oil, Sanding Sealer Waterlox Waterlox Wax 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Steve Harrell Steve Harrell Steve Harrell Tom Harvard 
Marble Wood Mesquite Ambrosia Maple 
Watco, CA, Briwax Watco, Briwax Watco, Briwax 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Tom Harvard Tom Harvard Tom Harvard Tom Harvard 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Michael Rabkin Michael Rabkin Nelson Ray Marcia Roof 
Various Woods  Cherry Ambrosia Maple 
Oil  Deft Oil 
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Bill Simpson Gerald Starnes Joey Vann Joey Vann 
 Cedar of Lebanon, Mahogany Cherry Cherry 
 Shellawax   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Joey Vann Joey Vann Charles Watson Charles Watson 
Oak Walnut Apple Camphor 
  Urethane Oil Urethane Oil 
 

 
 
 
 
 

James Whaley James Whaley James Whaley Jams Whaley 
Bradford Pear Maple Hickory Poplar 
Deft Deft  Deft 

 

 
 
 
 
 

James Whaley Robert Whaley Robert Whaley  
Birch Box Elder Various Woods 
Deft CA, Deft CA 
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Welcome to our newest member: 
Allen Russell 
3012 Watson Rd. 
West Columbia, SC 29169 
H - 803-939-0926 
W - 803-755-1010 x3121 
in_a_pickle@msn.com 
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Gerald Dorn, an AAW Member from Greenwood sends the following drying method:  “when I want to dry a green piece of wood, including 
logs, the best procedure has proven to be removing the bark and cambium layer, and any defects, and then wrapping the wood in towels.  
Leaving it wrapped overnight will usually soak the towels or at least get them noticeably damp. I then remove wet towels and re-wrap the 
wood in dry towels.  I repeat this procedure daily until the towels are absorbing very little moisture from the wood.  This may take weeks, 
but it prevents checking, at least for me.  
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I am using this procedure now exclusively to dry wood  and it works better for me than the dozens of other methods I have tried over the 
years.  I sometimes encase the toweled wood in plastic bags to help control the rate of escape of moisture.  This has the possible 
drawback of producing mildew if the towels are not changed religiously.  Last month I cut a green Chinaberry tree and am using the towel 
technique to dry sculptures I am doing with this green wood.” 
 

It would seem prudent not to use the special towels reserved for guests for this purpose.  Better to secure your own set of towels if you try 
this method, to deter the War Department from conducting nuclear weapons testing in your workshop.   
 

Gerald is a talented turner and sculptor.  Visit his website at http://www.emeraldis.com/~dorns . 
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Nikos Siragas an Artistic Woodturner and Carver in Rethymno, Crete, Greece produces some awesome turned art.  Examples of his 
work include (from Left to Right) Wavy Lip Vases, Lidded Vase, Lace Edge Vase, and Eel vase. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nikos has demonstrated extensively throughout Europe and at the Utah Symposium.  His work and techniques have been featured in 
Woodturning and The Woodturner.  It’s worth a visit to his excellent web site http://www.siragas.gr/ .  Photos are reprinted with his 
permission. 
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Thanks to Sam Clemments for the following link to The O'Donnell "Tools of the Trade" Angle Guide:  This file is printable using Adobe and 
is a great reference for tool sharpening.  Visit http://www.woodturnerscatalog.com/pdf/odonnell-guide.pdf.  . 
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The May instant gallery made a great impression on Nick Cook.   Let’s not drop the ball.  Bring something that will give us a great Instant 
Gallery at the June Meeting. 
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We are looking forward to some excellent demonstrators in the coming months.   
 

July 9  -  Alan Leland 
August 13 – Dave Hout 

 

Note that the meetings in both July and August will be the second Saturday.  Mark your calendar now! 
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·  The 19th annual National AAW Symposium will be held from July 22-24 in Overland Park, Kansas.  The theme for this year’s 
Symposium is “return to the Land of Oz.”  Based on photos posted on the World of Woodturners website, the gallery will be 
something to behold.  See the AAW website, www.woodturner.org for registration and other information. 

 
·  Turning Southern Style VI will be held at Unicoi State Park, GA on September 16-18, 2005.  Featured demonstrators include 

Christian Burchard, Rex Burningham, and Don Druden.  For information, contact Jim Hutchinson at 404-633-7982 or 
jrbhutch@netcom.com . 
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Beginners and more experienced turners need look no further than our own membership to find individuals who are willing to share 
their skills through mentoring or private/group instruction.   
 

·  Jack Gould offers mentoring to club members.  He would prefer to assist woodturners, new to the craft,  that need help with the 
fundamentals of turning.  Some of the subjects that can be covered are safety, wood acquisition and handling, recommended 
tools, elementary tool sharpening, the basics of rough-turning of green wood, bowl turning tips, chucking methods, use of "super 
glues", and basic finishing  procedures.  Jack has a good supply of wood to practice with (hickory, sweetgum, maple, and maybe 
some other species if you catch Jack in the right mood). 

 

The goal of this mentoring would be to bring the new turner up to speed on some of the basics, build confidence, and establish 
skills that  they could improve through more advanced instruction. 

 

Mentoring can be offered during the day or in the evening considering his retired status.  Call Jack at 803-359-3438 or email him 
at rgould@sc.rr.com.  

 

Jack’s turning skills are on display in almost every Palmetto Woodturners Instant Gallery.  He’s an excellent teacher and very 
generous with his time and talent. 

 

·  Tom Harvard (AKA The Harvard School of Woodturning) will be available for beginning or intermediate woodturning lessons 
starting in June.  He will need two students at a time and the cost is $75.00 per day per person.  The rate for individual lessons is 
$150 per day.   

 

Lessons will go from 9:00 to 4:00 and will cover whatever the student would like to learn. Frequency of lessons or days of the 
week for lessons are flexible. Tom suggests a three day course for a good foundation in basic bowl turning.  Call Tom at 803-
735-7917 or e-mail at tharvard@sc.rr.com 

 

Three of Tom’s bowls were selected for the 500 Wood Bowls book published last year.  His former students within the club have 
rated his instruction highly. 

 

If any other members are interested in mentoring or providing instruction, send the particulars to the newsletter editor. 
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Members are encouraged to rate each demonstrator and his/her demonstration using the form attached at the end of this newsletter.  
Simply complete the form and send it to Ben Pendarvis or bring it to the next meeting.  Ben and future Program Chairmen can use our 
feedback as input to future program/demonstrator selections. Several demonstrators have asked for our reactions to their programs and 
each will receive a summary of our comments from Ben. 
 

You may also complete the form for other recent demonstrations.  
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President Robert Lyon 803-695-3656 lyonR@gwm.sc.edu    
Vice President,  

       Newsletter Editor Steve Harrell 803-771-4089 SGHarrell@aol.com   
Secretary/Treasurer  Gerald Starnes 803 794-0119 joenat56@aol.com 
Librarian Nick Gore 803-735-1782 somethingsouthrn@bellsouth.net  
Program Chairman: Ben Pendarvis 803-534-3243 benpen465@aol.com   
Media Specialist:  David Pietras 803 699-7348 tpietras@sc.rr.com    
Prize Coordinator  Jerry Daniels 803-731-1258 jdaniels195@mybluelight.com  
Webmaster Tim Taylor 803-808-0340 tpje6912@yahoo.com  
Southern States  

Representative Gary Dickey 803 755-9074 gdickey@sc.rr.com 
Advisory Committee Members   

  Jack Gould  803 359-3438 rgould@sc.rr.com 
 Charles Watson 803-939-0765 watsoncb@dhec.sc.gov  
 Joey Vann 803-407-8002 luther_vann@bose.com   
 Sam Brasher 803-897-3075 sampatb@isp.com  
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The Palmetto Woodturners meet on the first Saturday of each month at Mann Tool & Supply, 802 Chris Drive, West Columbia, SC.  Chris 
Drive is the frontage road on the east side of I-26 between Highway 378 and Highway 1.  
 

From I-26 westbound - Take exit 111B (US Route 1).  Follow US 1 to the third light.  Turn Left onto Leapheart Road.  Turn Right at first 
light onto Chris Drive. Mann Tool is approximately 1/4 mile on the right.  
 

From I-26 eastbound - Take exit 110 (Highway 378). Turn Left onto Route 378.  Turn right at first traffic light (at the McDonalds) onto 
Chris Drive, approximately 3/4 mile on left. 
 

We host an instructional woodturning demonstration at each meeting and club members bring samples of their work for the monthly 
Instant Gallery exhibit.  Prospective members and guests are always welcome.   
Members and guests are requested to park in the lot behind Mann’s away from the loading dock. 
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    Instant Gallery   Instant Gallery 

 

Type of Piece    Type of Piece   
(Bowl, Stopper, etc.)   (Bowl, Stopper, etc.)  

 

Wood(s)  Wood(s)   
 

Finish  Finish   
 

Other Info  Other Info   
(Inlay, Technique, etc.)   (Inlay, Technique, etc.)  

 

Artist  Artist  
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Palmetto Woodturners  
 

Program Critique  
 
 

Demonstrator:________________                                                                           Date: _______________  
 
 

Please Rate the Following:   5 = Strongly Agree - Strongly Disagree = 1   
 

1. Program content is relevant to my expectations  5  4  3  2  1 
 
2. Demonstrator demonstrated thorough knowledge of subject  5  4  3  2  1 
 
3. Program was balanced with demonstration & discussion  5  4  3  2  1 
 

 5 = excellent 4 = good 3 = average 2 = fair 1 = 
poor  
 

4. Presentation  5  4  3  2  1 
 

5. Effectiveness of learning aids (AV materials, handouts, etc.)  5  4  3  2  1 
 

6. Facility  5  4  3  2  1 
 

7. Is program time convenient?  YES  NO           (If no, please comment in the space below)  
 
8. Is program length sufficient  YES  NO           (If no, please comment in the space below)  

 
 5 = Very Satisfied - Not Satisfied  =1  
 

9. Please rate the overall value to you  5  4  3  2  1 
 

10. Were the objectives met?  

a) Material selection & mounting  YES  NO 

b) Technique demonstration clear & adequate  YES  NO 

c) Tool selection discussed  YES  NO 

d) Finish technique discussed (if not demonstrated)  YES  NO 
 
Please use the space below to make comments about the program or suggestions for future programs.  
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
Name _______________________________ E-mail _______________________________________  
 
Address _____________________________ City/State/Zip Code ____________________________  
 

PLEASE PRINT LEGIBLY 
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