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TThhee  NNeewwsslleetttteerr  ooff  tthhee  PPaallmmeettttoo  WWooooddttuurrnneerrss,,  aa  CChhaapptteerr  ooff  tthhee  AAmmeerriiccaann  AAssssoocciiaattiioonn  
ooff  WWooooddttuurrnneerrss..    PPuubblliisshheedd  ffoorr  tthhee  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  mmeemmbbeerrsshhiipp  aanndd  ootthheerrss    
iinntteerreesstteedd  iinn  tthhee  aarrtt  ooff  wwooooddttuurrnniinngg..    
www.PalmettoWoodturners.org  
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I hope everyone enjoyed the June demonstration by Tom Crabb. Tom presented an interesting twist 
to turning with his bias turned hollow forms, and I personally responded to the double spouted form 
he brought with him which plays off the ancient Peruvian double spouted ceramic forms. 
 

Now that June has passed us by, it’s time to mark your calendar for our July demonstrator, Alan 
Leland. I also want to remind everyone that we will meet on the SECOND Saturday of July and 
August. So Alan Leland will be here on Saturday, July 9th and Dave Hout will be with us on Saturday, 
August 13th. Please mark your calendars. 
 

Looking for an interesting way to use your turning skills? A friend of mine recently attended a Windsor chair-making workshop at the 
Lenox Workshops in Jefferson, Ohio. Master chair maker Joe Graham, who has made over 1500 Windsor chairs teaches these 
workshops. He is able to accommodate six people at a time, so everyone gets plenty of individual attention. The workshop is not a kit 
project. You start with a log and proceed quickly to shaving horse work, then to steam bending and turning. This is not a beginner’s 
project, although furniture-making experience is not necessary. Joe says that “home fix up, decking building, etc. is good background” 
for his classes. Workshop attendees get a private room, home cooked meals and everyone goes home with a chair. You will also go 
home with the knowledge necessary to build more chairs. You can get more information on his Windsor workshops by writing to: 
Lenox Workshops, 1192 Webster Road, Jefferson, Ohio 44047 or by calling: 440-576-0311. 
 

I’m sure most of you have heard or read about the age-old discussion of “art verses craft”. What is art? What is craft? What do they 
have in common, how are they different? As I mentioned a couple of months ago, I have been reading the book Art & Fear An Artist’s 
Survival Guide. The authors have a short section titled Craft, which seeks to answer some of these questions, so I thought I would 
share it with you this month. 
 

Craft 
 

 “Yes, there is a difference between art and craft – it’s just that both terms are so overgrown with fuzzy definitions that drawing a clear 
distinction between them is close to impossible. We’ll settle here for a fuzzy distinction. 
 

Think of craft and you think of furniture shaped by Sam Maloof, of handmade clothing flaunted at Renaissance Faires, of everything 
made before the Industrial Revolution. Think of art and you think of War and Peace, a Beethoven concerto, the Mona Lisa. Both 
disciplines obviously yield good things, valuable things, sometimes tangibly useful things, and at first pass the distinction between 
them seems perfectly clear. 
 

But is the Mona Lisa really art? Well then, what about an undetectably perfect copy of the Mona Lisa? That comparison (however 
sneaky) points up the fact that it’s surprisingly difficult, maybe even impossible, to view any single work in isolation and rule 
definitively, ‘This is art’ or ‘This is craft.’ Striking that difference means comparing successive pieces made by the same person. 
 

In essence, art lies embedded in the conceptual leap between pieces, not in the pieces themselves. And simply put, there’s a greater 
conceptual jump from one work of art to the next than from one work of craft to the next. The net result is that art is less polished – 
but more innovative – than craft. The differences between five Steinway grand pianos – demonstrably works of consummate 
craftsmanship – are small compared to the differences between the five Beethoven Piano concerti you might perform on those 
instruments. 
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A work of craft is typically made to fit a specific template, sometimes a painstakingly difficult template requiring years of hands-on 
apprenticeship to master. It’s staggering to realize that nearly all the truly great violins ever produced were made in the course of a 
few years by a few artisans living within a few blocks of each other. All this in a remote Italian village, three centuries ago. The 
accomplishments of Antonio Stradivari and his fellow craftsmen point up one real difference between art and craft: with craft, 
perfection is possible. In that sense the Western definition of craft closely matches the Eastern definition of art. In Eastern cultures, 
art that faithfully carries forward the tradition of an elder master is honored; in the West it is put down as derivative. 
 

Yet curiously, the progression of most artists’ work over time is a progression from art toward craft. In the same manner that 
imagination gives way to execution as any single work builds toward completion, an artist’s major discoveries usually come early on, 
and a lifetime is than allotted to fill out and refine those discoveries. As the Zen proverb suggests, for the beginner there are many 
paths, for the advanced, few. 
 

At any point along that path, your job as an artist is to push craft to its limits – without being trapped by it. The trap is perfection: 
unless your work continually generates new and unresolved issues, there’s no reason for your next work to be any different from the 
last. The difference between art and craft lies not in the tools you hold in your hands, but in the mental set that guides them. For the 
artisan, craft is an end in itself. For you, the artist, craft is the vehicle for expressing your vision. Craft is the visible edge of art.” 
 

������������������
�����

�
 

The Palmetto Woodturners will meet at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, July at Mann Tool and Supply.  Our 
demonstrator will be Alan Leland.   
 

Alan is a past Vice-President and past Treasurer of the TWNC and currently serves as Vice President.  He 
and his children live near the Raleigh-Durham Airport. He is a full time woodturner-woodworker specializing 
in custom furniture and architectural wood turning. He also has a line of gift items that he sells at local craft 
shows.  
 

He recently completed a new studio, where he plans to teach a few lucky students in small workshops for a 
modest fee. He will soon be teaching woodturning classes at the Woodcraft store in Raleigh and at the 

Woodworkers store on Capital Boulevard.  
 

Alan has demonstrated for the following organizations: American Association of Woodturners at the Charlotte Symposium in 2000, 
The Carolina Woodturning Symposium in 1999, The Downeast Woodturners, The Triangle Woodturners, The Woodcraft Store, The 
Cary High School Woodshop Class and at various local craft festivals.  He was a demonstrator at the 2004 AAW Symposium in 
Orlando and has taught at John C. Campbell. Check out his web sight at www.alanleland.com .  
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Sam Brasher Sam Brasher Sam Brasher Jack Gould 
Pine 2 x 4s Chapman Oak Burl Hickory Maple 
Sanding Sealer, Painter’s Sanding Sealer, Painter’s  Minwax Antique Oil,  
Choice Clear  Choice Clear  Beall System  

 

 
 
 
 
 

Steve Harrell Steve Harrell Steve Harrell Richard Preston 
Pecan Cherry, Padauk Maple, Mahogany Recycled Wood  
CA, Briwax CA, Briwax CA, Briwax  
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Michael Rabkin Michael Rabkin Gerald Starnes Gerald Starnes 
Laminated Floor Joist Oak Myrtle Red Oak 
Polycryl Polycryl General Wipe-On Lacquer Briwax (Polished to 4000 grit) 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gerald Starnes Skip Stephan Skip Stephan Skip Stephan 
Maple, Brazilian Cherry, Maple Burl Cap Red Mallee Burl Lignum Vitae 
Cocobolo Watco, Carnuba Watco, Carnuba Wax Watco, Carnuba Wax 
Briwax (Polished to 4000 grit) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Joey Vann Joey Vann James Whaley James Whaley 
Cherry Cherry Mulberry Mulberry 
Dye, Oil Oil, Wax Deft Deft 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Robert Whaley Ben Youmans 
Hackberry Maple 
Deft Deft 
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If you are interested in ebonizing wood, visit http://www.wildlifeintarsiadesign.com.  Find the Intarsia Tips link and look for the link for 
Ebonizing wood.    

������
���
�� �������
 

There were no complaints about the quality of the June Instant Gallery, but the quantity was down quite a bit.  At least a couple of our 
regular contributors may be absent in July.  You can pick up the slack with a current turning, jig, or tool. 
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Member contributions to the Door Prize drawing have fallen off quite.  Let’s give Jerry a hand with some nice blanks, unused tools, or 
other interesting stuff for the drawing. 
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Welcome to our newest members: 
 
Dawn Sunkle Bill Lee 
112 Elston Road 216 Indian Cove Road 
Irmo, SC 29063 Chapin, SC 29036 
H - 803-873-9090 H - 803-345-9568 
W - 803-466-8869 W - 803-217-3621 
justdawn@igcomputers.net  
 
George Thomas John D. Shaw, Jr. 
172 Rum Gully Lane 341 Nell Street 
Chapin, SC 29036 Batesburg, SC 29006 
H - 803-932-9985 fjshaw@bellsouth.net 
george@thomas.org H - 803-532-6994 
 C - 864-888-7408 
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Marcel van Berkel is a talented turner and artist who lives on Terschelling Island, 20 miles north of The Netherlands.  His creativity 
and skill are reflected in the photos shown below: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You should visit Marcel’s website (http://marcelvanberkel.tripod.com) to see a large selection of exquisite and inspirational turnings.  
Thanks to Marcel for his permission to reprint his photos. 
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For Sale:  General 260 Lathe-- 20 inch diameter capacity, indexing wheel, electronic variable speed, 2 tool rests, 2 face plates, and knockout 
bar included.  Lathe is in excellent condition and looks like new, $2000.  Contact Charles Watson at 803-939-0765 or 
watson.charles@att.net 
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We are looking forward to some excellent demonstrators in the coming months.   
 

August 13 – Dave Hout 
 

Note that the August meeting will be the second Saturday.  Mark your calendar now! 
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·  The 19th annual National AAW Symposium will be held from July 22-24 in Overland Park, Kansas.  The theme for this year’s 
Symposium is “return to the Land of Oz.”  Based on photos posted on the World of Woodturners website, the gallery will be 
something to behold.  See the AAW website, www.woodturner.org for registration and other information. 

 
·  Turning Southern Style VI will be held at Unicoi State Park, GA on September 16-18, 2005.  Featured demonstrators include 

Christian Burchard, Rex Burningham, and Don Druden.  For information, contact Jim Hutchinson at 404-633-7982 or 
jrbhutch@netcom.com . 
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Beginners and more experienced turners need look no further than our own membership to find individuals who are willing to share 
their skills through mentoring or private/group instruction.   
 

·  Jack Gould offers mentoring to club members.  He would prefer to assist woodturners, new to the craft,  that need help with the 
fundamentals of turning.  Some of the subjects that can be covered are safety, wood acquisition and handling, recommended 
tools, elementary tool sharpening, the basics of rough-turning of green wood, bowl turning tips, chucking methods, use of "super 
glues", and basic finishing  procedures.  Jack has a good supply of wood to practice with (hickory, sweetgum, maple, and maybe 
some other species if you catch Jack in the right mood). 

 

The goal of this mentoring would be to bring the new turner up to speed on some of the basics, build confidence, and establish 
skills that  they could improve through more advanced instruction. 

 

Mentoring can be offered during the day or in the evening considering his retired status.  Call Jack at 803-359-3438 or email him 
at rgould@sc.rr.com.  

 

Jack’s turning skills are on display in almost every Palmetto Woodturners Instant Gallery.  He’s an excellent teacher and very 
generous with his time and talent. 

 

·  Tom Harvard (AKA The Harvard School of Woodturning) will be available for beginning or intermediate woodturning lessons 
starting in June.  He will need two students at a time and the cost is $75.00 per day per person.  The rate for individual lessons is 
$150 per day.   

 

Lessons will go from 9:00 to 4:00 and will cover whatever the student would like to learn. Frequency of lessons or days of the 
week for lessons are flexible. Tom suggests a three day course for a good foundation in basic bowl turning.  Call Tom at 803-
735-7917 or e-mail at tharvard@sc.rr.com 

 

Three of Tom’s bowls were selected for the 500 Wood Bowls book published last year.  His former students within the club have 
rated his instruction highly. 

 

If any other members are interested in mentoring or providing instruction, send the particulars to the newsletter editor. 
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Members are encouraged to rate each demonstrator and his/her demonstration using the form attached at the end of this newsletter.  
Simply complete the form and send it to Ben Pendarvis or bring it to the next meeting.  Ben and future Program Chairmen can use our 
feedback as input to future program/demonstrator selections. Several demonstrators have asked for our reactions to their programs and 
each will receive a summary of our comments from Ben. 
 

You may also complete the form for other recent demonstrations. . 
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President Robert Lyon 803-695-3656 lyonR@gwm.sc.edu    
Vice President,  

       Newsletter Editor Steve Harrell 803-771-4089 SGHarrell@aol.com   
Secretary/Treasurer  Gerald Starnes 803 794-0119 joenat56@aol.com 
Librarian Nick Gore 803-735-1782 somethingsouthrn@bellsouth.net  
Program Chairman: Ben Pendarvis 803-534-3243 benpen465@aol.com   
Media Specialist:  David Pietras 803 699-7348 tpietras@sc.rr.com    
Prize Coordinator  Jerry Daniels 803-731-1258 jdaniels195@mybluelight.com  
Webmaster Tim Taylor 803-808-0340 tpje6912@yahoo.com  
Southern States  

Representative Gary Dickey 803 755-9074 gdickey@sc.rr.com 
Advisory Committee Members   

  Jack Gould  803 359-3438 rgould@sc.rr.com 
 Charles Watson 803-939-0765 watsoncb@dhec.sc.gov  
 Joey Vann 803-407-8002 luther_vann@bose.com   
 Sam Brasher 803-897-3075 sampatb@isp.com  
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The Palmetto Woodturners meet on the first Saturday of each month at Mann Tool & Supply, 802 Chris Drive, West Columbia, SC.  Chris 
Drive is the frontage road on the east side of I-26 between Highway 378 and Highway 1.  
 

From I-26 westbound - Take exit 111B (US Route 1).  Follow US 1 to the third light.  Turn Left onto Leapheart Road.  Turn Right at first 
light onto Chris Drive. Mann Tool is approximately 1/4 mile on the right.  
 

From I-26 eastbound - Take exit 110 (Highway 378). Turn Left onto Route 378.  Turn right at first traffic light (at the McDonalds) onto 
Chris Drive, approximately 3/4 mile on left. 
 

We host an instructional woodturning demonstration at each meeting and club members bring samples of their work for the monthly 
Instant Gallery exhibit.  Prospective members and guests are always welcome.   
Members and guests are requested to park in the lot behind Mann’s away from the loading dock. 
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    Instant Gallery   Instant Gallery 

 

Type of Piece    Type of Piece   
(Bowl, Stopper, etc.)   (Bowl, Stopper, etc.)  

 

Wood(s)  Wood(s)   
 

Finish  Finish   
 

Other Info  Other Info   
(Inlay, Technique, etc.)   (Inlay, Technique, etc.)  

 

Artist  Artist  
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Palmetto Woodturners  
 

Program Critique  
 
 

Demonstrator:________________                                                                           Date: _______________  
 
 

Please Rate the Following:   5 = Strongly Agree - Strongly Disagree = 1   
 

1. Program content is relevant to my expectations  5  4  3  2  1 
 
2. Demonstrator demonstrated thorough knowledge of subject  5  4  3  2  1 
 
3. Program was balanced with demonstration & discussion  5  4  3  2  1 
 

 5 = excellent 4 = good 3 = average 2 = fair 1 = 
poor  
 

4. Presentation  5  4  3  2  1 
 

5. Effectiveness of learning aids (AV materials, handouts, etc.)  5  4  3  2  1 
 

6. Facility  5  4  3  2  1 
 

7. Is program time convenient?  YES  NO           (If no, please comment in the space below)  
 
8. Is program length sufficient  YES  NO           (If no, please comment in the space below)  

 
 5 = Very Satisfied - Not Satisfied  =1  
 

9. Please rate the overall value to you  5  4  3  2  1 
 

10. Were the objectives met?  

a) Material selection & mounting  YES  NO 

b) Technique demonstration clear & adequate  YES  NO 

c) Tool selection discussed  YES  NO 

d) Finish technique discussed (if not demonstrated)  YES  NO 
 
Please use the space below to make comments about the program or suggestions for future programs.  
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
Name _______________________________ E-mail _______________________________________  
 
Address _____________________________ City/State/Zip Code ____________________________  
 

PLEASE PRINT LEGIBLY 
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