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TThhee  NNeewwsslleetttteerr  ooff  tthhee  PPaallmmeettttoo  WWooooddttuurrnneerrss,,  aa  CChhaapptteerr  ooff  tthhee  AAmmeerriiccaann  AAssssoocciiaattiioonn  
ooff  WWooooddttuurrnneerrss..    PPuubblliisshheedd  ffoorr  tthhee  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  mmeemmbbeerrsshhiipp  aanndd  ootthheerrss    
iinntteerreesstteedd  iinn  tthhee  aarrtt  ooff  wwooooddttuurrnniinngg..    
www.PalmettoWoodturners.org  
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Signing Your Work 
 

Over the past several months many people have asked me what I use to sign my turnings. So I’m taking this opportunity to show you 
what I use. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

While there are many ways to sign your turnings, including permanent ultra-fine tipped markers, I like the quality of a burned-in mark. 
In order to accomplish this I began looking for a woodburning system that would give me a good heat range and a wide variety of tips. 
I first saw “The Cub” woodburner sold by Packard and Craft Supplies. I liked the size of the unit, but wasn’t fond of the fixed tip 
handpieces that came bundled with the woodburner. Additionally, I didn’t like the fact that the handpiece cord was not easily 
replaceable. Using fixed tip handpieces mean that you have to purchase a complete handpiece every time you want a different tip. I 
was interested in a replaceable tip handpiece, so I did an Internet search for “The Cub” to find out who made it. 
 

I discovered that Colwood Electronics made The Cub and that they made several other models of woodburners and a wide array of 
tips. After surveying the various packages they offered, I decided on “The Detailer”. The Detailer was Colwood’s original woodburner, 
with a solid-state temperature controller, terminal barrier for easy replacement of the handpiece cord and a lighted on-off switch. I 
also chose to equip my Detailer with a replaceable tip handpiece. The Colwood replaceable tips are soldered with high temperature 
solder in nickel-plated brass pins, which are permanently fixed in a molded bushing (see the photo above). When you want to change 
a tip, you simply replace the bushing/tip assembly. The handpieces are made from a molded phenolic plastic with a cork grip that 
remains relatively cool while you’re working. 
 

My Detailer has plenty of power. While I don’t know what the wattage rating is, it delivers whatever type of line I want. If I set the 
control knob to 5, I am able to burn a nice crisp brown toast colored line. When the knob is set to 10, the tip glows a bright orange 
and burns a thick charred line. In short, it has plenty of power for all of my needs. 
 

For signing my name and dating my pieces I use the Colwood micro writing tip. They also offer several other tips that you may want 
to consider depending on what you’re signing and the quality of mark you’re seeking. I also recommend a good magnifier to clearly 
see what you’re doing. 
 

I have been very happy with my Colwood Detailer and recommend it to anyone looking for a quality woodburner. You can contact 
Colwood at 732-544-1119 or www.woodburning.com. 
 

http://www.docudesk.com
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The Palmetto Woodturners will meet at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, October 1, at Mann Tool and Supply.  Our demonstrator will be Alan 
Hollar 
 

Alan is a North Carolina native, living and working at the foot of Grandfather Mountain in the northwestern 
corner of the state. Having successfully avoided any connection with the family tradition of woodworking until 
his mid thirties, he began woodturning in 1986 as a means of producing repair parts for the restoration of 
furniture. Largely self-taught, he soon discovered a greater affinity for the creation of art from wood, and has 
been turning as a full-time endeavor since 1997. He is an exhibiting member of the Southern Highlands Craft 
Guild. 
 

The current focus of Alan's work is the wealth of form possible when naturally occurring elements of wood are 
married to a deliberately imposed geometry of artist-applied arc and line. Using salvaged timber for most of his 
work, and constantly combing through piles of lumber at any sawmill that will allow, he seeks to create objects 
of beauty, with just a bit of wild retained for spice. 

 

Alan's work is on display at his studio gallery, as well as the shops of the Southern Highlands Craft Guild. In addition, he and his work 
can be seen at the Craft Fairs of the Southern Highlands, and at the ACAC craft fairs at Lincoln Center in New York City in mid-June 
and mid-September. 
 

Alan will demonstrate planning and finishing bowls with legs. 
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Pieces selected for the Richland County Library Exhibition are highlighted 

 
 
 
 
 

John Barnes Steve Harrell Steve Harrell David Pietras 
Cherry Ash Amb. Maple, E. Indian Rosewood  
Tung Oil Antique Oil, Gesso  Antique Oil  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Michael Rabkin Michael Rabkin Michael Rabkin Michael Rabkin 
Pine Laminated Structural Beam   

 
 
 
 
 
 

Marcia Roof Jim Rozelle Gerald Starnes Gerald Starnes 
Southern Red Cedar Burl Black Limba Maple, Cocobolo Curly Spalted Maple 
 Wax   
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Gerald Starnes Joey Vann Joey Vann Charles Watson 
Ash Cherry1 Plywood Vacuum Chuck Maple 
Deft, Ebony Wax Wax 

 
 
 
 
 
 

James Whaley James Whaley James Whaley Robert Whaley 
Birdseye Maple Indian Rosewood, Redheart Pine Knot Cedar 
 Yelllowheart, Bocote 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Robert Whaley Robert Whaley 
Hackberry Various Woods 
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The September Instant Gallery was a good step up from August.  Be sure to bring a piece for the Instant Gallery and remember -- critique 
is optional.  
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Welcome to our newest members: 
 

John Kludo Harold Taylor 
1947 Martin Road 122 Hemlock Court 
Chapin, SC 29036 Greenwood, SC 29649 
jkludo@aol.com hataylor@simpledsl.com 
H - 803-932-0679 H - 864-229-2263 
W - 803-896-6091 W - 864-941-8129   
Engineer and Cad Instructor Lab Director, Greenwood Genetic Center 
 

Paul League 
3116 Monroe Street 
Columbia, SC 29205 
pleague@sc.rr.com 
H - 803-799-7826 
W - 803-734-4085 
Lawyer 
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For Sale:  General 260 Lathe-- 20 inch diameter capacity, indexing wheel, electronic variable speed, 2 tool rests, 2 face plates, and 
knockout bar included.  Lathe is in excellent condition and looks like new, $2000.  Contact Charles Watson at 803-939-0765 or 
watson.charles@att.net 
 

Bob Lyon is looking for large timbers 6X6 (square or round) and larger in varying lengths and types of wood. If you have any for sale 
or know a source, please let Bob know: lyon@sc.edu or 696-3656 
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·  Mann Tool will hold its Garage Sale on October 4 and 5.  All tools and accessories will be 10% off.   
 

·  The Richland County Library will host “One Good Turn Deserves Another” – an exhibition of the artistry and craftsmanship of 
the members of Palmetto Woodturners.  The exhibit will be at the main branch on Assembly Street.  

 

·  Richard Preston will have a one-man show at the Aiken Library throughout the month of October.  Thirty-five pieces he’s turned 
over the years will be featured. 

 

·  Mann Tool will host two demonstrations by a Sorby representative on October 26 for two 3-hour sessions. The times are 1pm-
4pm and 6pm-9pm. There is no charge but a reservation is required and they are hoping to have around 30 in each session.   
Reservation forms will be available at the September meeting or you can stop by, email or call Suzanne at Mann.  

 

·  The North Carolina Woodturning Symposium will be held on November 4 and 5 in Statesville.  Featured demonstrators include 
Matt Birchfield, Myron Curtis, Daren Gozy, Mark Kauder, Alan Leland, Sam McDowel, Jim Mcphail, Charles Nall, Don Olsen, Joe 
Ruminski, and Greg Wilson.  For more information, contact Frank Penta (Frank@edtsi.com ). 

 

·  The fifth annual Florida Woodturning Symposium will be held on January 13 through 15, 2006 at the Lake Yale Baptist 
Conference center in Eustis, FL.  Featured demonstrators will include Bob Rosand (PA), Cindy Drozda (CO), Phil Brennion (AZ), 
and Frank Sudol of Canada.  For more information, visit www.floridawoodturningsympopsium.com.  
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Mann Tool has two Delta model 46-745 lathes that will be included in the Garage sale.  One is a floor model and one is in the box.  The 
46-745 has a 1 ½ hp variable speed motor (0 – 1100 rpm, 0-2200 rpm, or 0-3200 rpm) and 16” swing with 42” between centers.  This 
lathe is being replaced in the Delta line by the X-5 series which sells for $1,995.00.   Mann Tools is going to sell these two units for 
$1605.00 bottom line, no other rebates or discounts.  You can purchase or reserve one in advance of the sale by contacting Suzanne at 
Mann Tools.  Only two are available, so don’t be the third to call.  
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It’s been about nine months since we purchased the drum of Green Wood Sealer and shared the savings.  Jack Gould will have a sign-up 
sheet at the October to determine if there’s enough interest to warrant another drum-quantity purchase.  If you can’t be at the meeting, 
drop Jack an e-mail to let him know how much you need. 
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If you would benefit from a little help, you need look no further than our own membership to find individuals who are willing to share 
their skills through mentoring or private/group instruction.   
 

·  Jack Gould offers mentoring to club members.  He would prefer to assist woodturners new to the craft that need help with the 
fundamentals of turning.  Some of the subjects that can be covered are safety, wood acquisition and handling, recommended 
tools, elementary tool sharpening, the basics of rough-turning of green wood, bowl turning tips, chucking methods, use of "super 
glues", and basic finishing  procedures.  Jack has a good supply of wood to practice with (hickory, sweetgum, maple, and maybe 
some other species if you catch Jack in the right mood). 

 

The goal of this mentoring would be to bring the new turner up to speed on some of the basics, build confidence, and establish 
skills that  they could improve through more advanced instruction. 

 

Mentoring can be offered during the day or in the evening considering his retired status.  Call Jack at 803-359-3438 or email him 
at rgould@sc.rr.com.  
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Jack’s turning skills are on display in almost every Palmetto Woodturners Instant Gallery.  He’s an excellent teacher and very 
generous with his time and talent. 

 

·  Tom Harvard (AKA The Harvard School of Woodturning) will be available for beginning or intermediate woodturning lessons 
starting in June.  He will need two students at a time and the cost is $75.00 per day per person.  The rate for individual lessons is 
$150 per day.   

 

Lessons will go from 9:00 to 4:00 and will cover whatever the student would like to learn. Frequency of lessons or days of the 
week for lessons are flexible. Tom suggests a three day course for a good foundation in basic bowl turning.  Call Tom at 803-
735-7917 or e-mail at tharvard@sc.rr.com 

 

Three of Tom’s bowls were selected for the 500 Wood Bowls book published last year.  His former students within the club have 
rated his instruction highly. 

 

If any other members are interested in mentoring or providing instruction, send the particulars to the newsletter editor. 

��������*��
���-�
 

Members are encouraged to rate each demonstrator and his/her demonstration using the form attached at the end of this newsletter.  
Simply complete the form and send it to Ben Pendarvis or bring it to the next meeting.  Ben and future Program Chairmen can use our 
feedback as input to future program/demonstrator selections. Several demonstrators have asked for our reactions to their programs and 
each will receive a summary of our comments from Ben. 
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President Robert Lyon 803-695-3656 lyonR@gwm.sc.edu    
Vice President, 

         Newsletter Editor Steve Harrell 803-771-4089 SGHarrell@aol.com   
Secretary/Treasurer  Gerald Starnes 803 794-0119 joenat56@aol.com 
Librarian Nick Gore 803-735-1782 somethingsouthrn@bellsouth.net  
Program Chairman: Ben Pendarvis 803-534-3243 benpen465@aol.com   
Media Specialist:  David Pietras 803 699-7348 tpietras@sc.rr.com    
Prize Coordinator  Jerry Daniels 803-731-1258 jdaniels195@mybluelight.com  
Webmaster Tim Taylor 803-808-0340 tpje6912@yahoo.com  
Southern States  Representative Gary Dickey 803 755-9074 gdickey@sc.rr.com 
Advisory Committee Members   

  Jack Gould  803 359-3438 rgould@sc.rr.com 
 Charles Watson 803-939-0765 watsonc.charles@att.net  
 Joey Vann 803-407-8002 luther_vann@bose.com   
 Sam Brasher 803-897-3075 sampatb@isp.com  
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The Palmetto Woodturners meet on the first Saturday of each month at Mann Tool & Supply, 802 Chris Drive, West Columbia, SC.  Chris 
Drive is the frontage road on the east side of I-26 between Highway 378 and Highway 1.   

From I-26 westbound - Take exit 111B (US Route 1).  Follow US 1 to the third light.  Turn Left onto Leapheart Road.  Turn Right at first 
light onto Chris Drive. Mann Tool is approximately 1/4 mile on the right.   

From I-26 eastbound - Take exit 110 (Highway 378). Turn Left onto Route 378.  Turn right at first traffic light (at the McDonalds) onto 
Chris Drive, approximately 3/4 mile on left.  

We host an instructional woodturning demonstration at each meeting and club members bring samples of their work for the monthly 
Instant Gallery exhibit.  Prospective members and guests are always welcome.   Members and guests are requested to park in the lot 
behind Mann’s away from the loading dock. 
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    Instant Gallery   Instant Gallery 

 

Type of Piece    Type of Piece   
(Bowl, Stopper, etc.)   (Bowl, Stopper, etc.)  

 

Wood(s)  Wood(s)   
 

Finish  Finish   
 

Other Info  Other Info   
(Inlay, Technique, etc.)   (Inlay, Technique, etc.)  

 

Artist  Artist  
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    Instant Gallery   Instant Gallery 

 

Type of Piece    Type of Piece   
(Bowl, Stopper, etc.)   (Bowl, Stopper, etc.)  

 

Wood(s)  Wood(s)   
 

Finish  Finish   
 

Other Info  Other Info   
(Inlay, Technique, etc.)   (Inlay, Technique, etc.)  

 

Artist  Artist  
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Palmetto Woodturners Demonstrator Evaluation  
 
Demonstrator Name _________________________Local AAW Chapter_ Palmetto Woodturners 
 
Demonstration Topic____________________________________________________Demonstration Date ______________ 
  
Please answer the following questions on a scale of 1 to 7, one (1) being a low score and 7 being a high score, and return to your 
chapter or club representative. All forms will be returned to the demonstrator, so it is important to be both accurate and fair.  
 
    1.    How knowledgeable and clear was the demonstrator on the topic he/she covered? 
 

                                                                not very    1    2    3       5   6   7   very 
 

2.  Did the demonstrator speak loudly and clearly enough so that he/she could be understood? 
 

                               not at all     1    2    3       5    6    7    no problems hearing 
 

                                     
3. How well did the demonstrator answer questions from the audience? 

 

                              not very well      1    2    3        5   6    7   very well 
 

4. How well did the demonstrator manage dominating attendees? 
 

                              not very well      1    2    3        5   6    7   very well 
 

5. Did the demonstrator get quickly to the subject and complete his/her program? 
 

                              no, he/she did not         1    2     3      5    6    7     yes, he/she did 
 

6. Did the material covered in the demonstration fit the description in the program? 
 

                              no, it did not                1    2    3       5    6    7    yes it did 
 

7. Did the demonstration proceed at an appropriate pace? 
 

                              way too fast/way too slow    1    2    3      5    6    7  proceeded at a very good pace 
 

8. Did the demonstrator provide appropriate handouts?  No – Yes - Not Applicable 
 

                              were handouts clear, well written, understandable?   no  1    2    3       5    6    7   yes  
 

9. Was this demonstrator organized in preparation for his/her demonstration?  e.g., tools sharp;  
                              turning stock, jigs, other items readily available; outline followed…. 
 

                              not well prepared at all     1    2    3       5    6    7    very well prepared 
 

10. Overall, how would you rate this demonstrator? 
 

                              poor     1    2    3       5    6    7    excellent 
 

11. How well did the demonstrator handle adversity, such as equipment breakdown, lighting problems, etc. 
 

                             poor     1    2    3       5    6    7    excellent 
 

12. Specifically, what could the demonstrator do to improve his/her demonstration?    
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